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        Lose yourself in the rich history of the Caribbean and  experience the enchantment of the Islands thru our   private collection of this tropically inspired beverage.   Come fall in love at the first taste that begins the   moment you open your mind, your mouth,   . . . your first bottle. 
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[image: Tasting Virginia’s colonial period]Tasting Virginia’s colonial periodI have been doing a reasonable amount of beer research [and tasting recently]. Something I have little knowledge in I came to realize… more




[image: Islander_bottlestamp]

Islander Ginger Beer® is the original Caribbean formula that was the most popular alcoholic beverage for hundreds of years in the New World. A gluten-free beverage, fresh citrus provides a crisp taste and a rich blend of spices

delivers a taste of the islands.

 





[image: READ_MORE_HERE_FEATURED]A Taste of History“Turks & Caicos Born” alcoholic ginger beer debuts in Caribbean and US markets… more
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	THE HARRIOTTS 
	




		
 
	
 


	
		
			
	
		
			ORIGINS

Ginger has been a popular flavoring in tropical Asia since ancient times. It arrived in the West via the Silk Route where it spread throughout the Roman Empire and was sold in apothecaries for its medicinal qualities. But it was not until the late 1500s, during the Age of Discovery, that the numerous trading companies traversing the globe made spices readily available and its use as a beverage flavor became common place.

CARIBBEAN HERITAGE

Ginger was introduced to the Caribbean in the 16th century when the Spanish were the first of the European powers to reach its shores. Spanish settlers planted it in the humid tropics no later than 1547 and by the 1580s, Hispaniola (present day Dominican Republic and Haiti), was a leading exporter of ginger root.

It is the English, however, who are credited with creating beer and ale from ginger. Thomas Harriott, an Oxford scholar and famous British navigator, during his 1585 exploratory voyage to the New World collected botanical samples, including ginger.  It was combined with honey to create a spiced mead, a popular alcoholic drink referenced at the time by William Shakespeare in Love’s Labour’s Lost.

In the next century, when England claimed Jamaica from Spain in 1655, a new beverage was born. The island’s prolific production of ginger as well as sugar cane allowed Asian ginger and European honey to be replaced with locally grown ginger and sugar. Water, yeast and often lemon juice were added, all of which changed ginger beer from a European drink to a uniquely Caribbean beverage. [image: Bermuda_stamp3]The birth of ginger beer coincided with the arrival of Thomas Harriott’s son who was among the first settlers in Bermuda in the early 1600s.
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The Harriott family acquired property in Jamaica later that century, settling in the ‘land of many springs’, and with the rest of the island, began enjoying fermented ginger beer during its early stage of development.


		
 
	
 
		
 
	
 

	
		
			
	
		
			For the next 200 years, the Harriotts, along with other Islanders, brewed ginger beer as it became a household staple and one of the most popular drinks across the Caribbean.  As awareness of appealing flavors from tropical ingredients spread to the northern hemisphere, so did the growth of breweries dedicated to making fermented ginger beer. By the mid-19th century, at its height of popularity, over 4000 ginger breweries in Great Britain and more than 1500 in the US and Canada were built to meet public demand.

FERMENTED FORMULA TAXED INTO OBLIVION

The popularity of ginger beer as an alcoholic beverage came to an abrupt end in the mid-1800s as an unintended consequence of new British tax policies adopted to raise revenue. The Excise Act of 1855 lowered the threshold of “taxable alcohol” to any fermented drink over 2%. Ginger beer, now a new source of government revenue, was to be taxed like rum even though it had only a fraction of its alcoholic content or “proof”.

The response by the drinking population was swift. Consumers in the British Empire, followed the lead of protesters who, in the prior century, had dumped tea in the Boston Harbor. Ginger beer was no longer fermented into a “hard” beverage and instead was made as a “soft” drink to avoid the tax. Rum, with its higher alcohol level, continued to be distilled and then added to ginger beer to provide the alcohol content. Today that beverage is known as the ‘Dark and Stormy’.

OUTLAWED IN THE U.S.

US government alcohol policies took their toll as well on the popularity of fermented ginger beer.  The United States had more than 500 ginger breweries up until Prohibition when its production came to an abrupt end.

TODAY

For the first time in over a hundred years, the true taste of this alcoholic beverage fermented only with sugar cane, fresh citrus and Caribbean spices can be found in Islander Ginger Beer. It is made by the direct descendent of Thomas Harriott, who first brought ginger to England over 400 years ago, as well as the subsequent generations of Harriotts who settled throughout the New World and made alcoholic ginger beer over the centuries.
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CLICK ON THE RECIPE YOU WOULD LIKE TO DOWNLOAD AND PRINT


The Bar

	
	Bourbon Orange Fizz
	Ginger Snap
	Gingerita
	Jamaican Mule (Dark & Stormy)
	Kentucky Mule
	Kentucky Mule Slushie
	Mimosa
	Moscow Mule
	Moscow Mule Slushie





The Kitchen

	
	Babyback Ribs
	Braised Pork Tenderloin
	Brussel Sprouts Slaw
	Butternut Squash Soup
	Ceviche
	Gazpacho
	Ginger Bread
	Glazed Carrots
	Glazed Ham
	Salad Dressing
	Sate
	Seafood Boil
	Slow Cooker Ribs
	Tuna Burger
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www.gracewayiga.com





Bermuda

British Virgin Islands
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	Connecticut
	New York
	Delaware
	Washington, DC
	Virginia





	North Carolina
	South Carolina
	Georgia
	Alabama




 


RETAILERS


	Kroger
	Harris Teeter
	Food Lion
	Whole Foods
	Fresh Market
	Earth Fare
	Fairway Market





	Total Wine
	Lowes Foods
	Ingles
	Piggly Wiggly
	Greers
	Wegmans
	Gristedes
	





	Taste/Tidewater Region
	Bru Thru/Outer Banks
	Rouses/Gulf Coast
	BevMax/Southern New England
	LQR MKT/CT
	Local Bottle Shops & Liquor Stores









		
 
	
 
		
 
	
 


	
		
			
	
		
			
		
 
	
 
	
		




	
		
			
If you cannot find Islander in your local store, please ask the manager if they would consider carrying it for your convenience.



Contact us anytime:



US:704.451.8400



TCI: 649.331.1111



 IslanderGingerBeer@gmail.com
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                        Thank you! I have received your message. 
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            © 2014 Islander Ginger Beer PROPERTY OF BRITISH WEST INDIES TRADING COMPANY LTD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. British West Indies Trading Company LTD is a privately held limited liability company registered in the Turks & Caicos Islands under company number 14009. Our registered office and main trading address is Breezy Brae, Grand Turk, Turks & Caicos Islands, B.W.I. Photos courtesy of Michael Harrison Photography.  Branding & Website Developed by  
            CREATIVE NETWORK STUDIOS
            

        

    

        
 
        
     

    
    
            
          

  
  

  
    




 
		

			
			

				Are you 21 or over?


				
				
				 I am at least 21 years old
 Remember me 
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